Why is this ? I suppose it is due to the recent improvements in the firearms with which troops are armed, especially the introduction of breech loading, by which the rapidity of fire can be so very much increased. In consequence of the ease and rapidity with which a soldier can load and fire his rifle now-a-days, the firing of shot takes place even at close quarters. Even in a regular charge, I believe, it is in great measure only those who fall wounded who are bayonetted?the attacking party and the attacked both trusting more to a rapid fire of small arms than to the bayonet. In the case of an assault, for example, on an earthwork, the holders of the earthwork, if An incision was then made about two inches long, carried from the pubis directly upwards in the mesial line, and the tissues carefully dissected downwards, till the external coat of the bladder was fairly exposed. During this dissection, the peritoneum was wounded, and the bowels had to be prevented from protruding through the wound. Dr. Ylathos remarked on this incident that, in his experience, he had'never seen any great harm come from simple wounds of the peritoneum, if properly attended to. He thought surgeons were too much afraid of wounding the peritoneum. He then thrust the knife right through the coats of the bladder, at the same time causing the point of the penis to be let go, when at once the urine passed out freely by the urethra. He 
